
The vulnerable are hard hit. 
We want to join and help.

Based on our vision to empower communities and restore dignity for the poorest and most vulnerable, 
especially in rural areas in Taita Taveta, we are working to secure food and necessities in this difficult 
time. This region is among the poorest in Kenya, and they suffer during the pandemic. Many of them 
have been depending on help already, but now this help is difficult as most of their caregivers are 
without the casual jobs they depend on.

ManGo Development has designed a program in which we are working in collaboration with the 
small shops and village kiosks. We are issuing gift vouchers to the vulnerable that they can redeem in 
the nearby kiosks where they live.



The way forward
The voucher program is designed to make sure that 100% of the value is received by the most needy. 
With this they can purchase what they need in the nearest place to where they live. For the bedridden 
and the incapacitated, kiosks or our volunteers will bring their goods to them free of charge. The 
vouchers contain extra information at the back. When used, they are stamped and signed. The voucher 
is then registered digitally so next time there is no need of paper handling. 

The combined efforts of local women group, recognized 
community elders, officials of ManGo Development CBO 
and our youth are working in synch to ensure we continue 
serving the needy without endangering them and the 
vulnerable. In the past two weeks, youth on MyTribeIsArt 
platform in Taita Taveta, have taken over various 
responsibilities including helping people to understand 
social distancing and the right way to wash their hands 
and use their face masks. In these difficult times, we are 
happy our artists are reaching out to assist putting their 
own needs aside.

This is the time to act, also with creative ideas. We are glad 
to receive and exchange ideas on how to improve on things 
we might have overlooked. Distribution to the needy has 
never been easy, it is even trickier now due to the nature of 
this pandemic. However we beleive it is doable. Contrary to 
other food programs, we do not decide what the recipients 
purchase, this is also important in respecting their needs 
to choose and receive dignified help.

Some buy maize flour, sugar, kerosene, candles and soap 
whilst others request for seeds. They know best what they 
need. Some share their hope in becoming self relient and 
need to be empowered.

We cannot help everyone, but we make sure our target  
groups are reached. The Half London kiosk deep in the 
Taita hills are an example of one such kiosk we worked 
with seamlessly serving the community in a remote area. 
We achieve much by working with people at the grassroot. 
There is no one solution that suits every community. Each 
one has it’s uniquenes and challenges and that is what we 
work with.

We are happy to join together with others on the ground 
to find solutions in distributing to the needy. It is the many 
small acts that go a long way to make a huge impact.



How you can make a difference
Knowing the situation of the rural poor in Kenya is also knowing their friendliness, their laughter and 
the stories they share with us. The image of the poor is sometimes distorted by the media and our own 
references and assumptions. They lack in economic funds, in the ability to buy food and travel. They 
cannot afford medicine and even clean water. Despite all this, they are among the most giving people 
you have ever met. That has always made us reflect and cherish them.

Who we are
ManGo Development is a registered organisation in Norway and Kenya.

Norway - 915094589 (Foretaksregisteret)
Kenya - Voi CBO cert. no. 39162
Web: www.mangodevelopment.org
E-mail: info@mangodevelopment.org
Telephone: +47 45 51 41 86

How you can contribute
These are donation options you can use to participate in helping the needy:

In Norway:
- Vipps to 592063
- Bank transfer to: 3260 53 37065

In Kenya:
- ManGo Development CBO, Equity Bank: 0790269270442
- Telephone: +254 727 76 38 04

This is not another hunger crisis in Africa or 
Asia. This is a global situation where people must 
act in synchrony. The virus does not choose its 
victims. Still, some of us have an opportunity to 
give a little bit extra. As an organisation founded 
on Biblical principles of love, kindness, dignity 
and empowerment we have hope. Together we 
will overcome. 

When this is over, we invite you to visit Taita 
Taveta. Souvour the scenic beauty, hospitality 
and the rich culture and heritage of the people 
living outside the touristic hotspots. Our prayer 
is that this pandemic will in fact bring us closer 
together, rich and poor - in sharing.

Throughout the world, this is our chance to 
reflect and bridge the inequality gap.

We only have this planet. Let us work together 
and exchange experiences, stories and ideas.


